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Tobacco yellow dwarf virus (TbYDV) is a leafhopper-transmitted pathogen which causes 
economically significant diseases in beans and tobacco in Australia. This project investigated the 
interactions that occurred between the virus, its leafhopper vector and host-plants in order to 
develop better control strategies for this virus. The results of this research have provided 
important fundamental information on the host range of the insect vector and virus, and the 
population dynamics and feeding physiology of the vector. This information is being used to 
develop better management practices for not only the diseases caused by TbYDV, but also other 
important diseases which are transmitted by the same leafhopper.  
 
